TOM TALKS | July 10, 2020

RESET & RESTART
PLANS TAKE FORM
It has been a busy summer as our district
workgroup is working to collaboratively
develop our Reset/Restart plan for the start
of school in the fall. Currently, subgroups are
meeting to address important considerations
of the plan prior to submittal of our plan to
the Board of Education.
A School Board Meeting is scheduled for July 29 to seek a vote on the
Reset/Restart plan. Per state requirements, our plan must be approved
by our Board of Education and forwarded to the Ohio Department of
Education by August 21. This plan must also align with the Governor's
guidance which was delivered on July 2.
In the meantime, I want to extend my sincerest appreciation to the
many parents, staff, and School Board members who are volunteering
their time to assist with this task. Their input has been crucial in
developing our plan.
A huge thanks also goes out to our families who completed the online
survey -- in all we had about 450 families participating in the
survey, representing a 70% participation rate. Your responses
provide us with invaluable feedback that is informing the district's
Reset/Restart planning process.
As I have stated previously, our goal is to have our students 100% back
in our classrooms with our teachers and to be safe while doing so. At the
same time, we know we must present options for families who are not
able or ready to return to our buildings but still want to experience the
outstanding education we are known for in Cuyahoga Heights Schools.
OPTION 1 | RETURN TO SCHOOL ON-SITE
Our first option will consist of students returning to school on-site. We

are still in the process of putting this plan together. Our first
consideration is that we must provide the safest environment possible for
students and staff. With that goal in mind, please know that students and
staff will be required to wear masks upon their return to school.
Here's what you need to know:
There are of course many factors to take into consideration with
this decision, but masks help us to provide the safest environment
possible.
At the same time, we know that August, September, and even into
October, Ohio can experience temperatures into the 90's. Please be
assured that we will provide safe opportunities for students and
staff to take their mask off during the school day.
We also know that some of our students experience underlying
factors that will prevent them from wearing a mask. We will address
these situations on a case by case basis.
We will be providing a mask for each student and staff member and
will have disposable masks available in each classroom. Students
will also be permitted to provide their own mask if they choose.
Again, this decision has been made in the best interests of everyone who
enters our buildings. We completely understand that no one wants to, or
likes wearing a mask. Our mask requirement will mirror that of the
County Health Department. As they begin to relax restrictions, so shall
we.

OPTION 2 | ONLINE LEARNING
We will have an online option for those students who will not be
returning to the buildings. The online option will be composed of core
classes and will have a limited number of elective classes to choose
from. The online option will align to the same state standards as our onsite courses.
We will send out a survey in early August to learn which of our students
will be enrolling in online learning so that we can provide that curriculum
to those students. We will have more details on this option as the final
plan is completed.
Once the Board of Education approves the Reset/Restart plan we will
forward it to families and provide several online meetings for parents to
ask questions.
Until then, I hope you take some time this summer to rest up and enjoy
your time with your families. Before we know it, we'll all be back to
"normal" -- whatever that looks like -- very, very soon.
Thanks,

Tom

CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION
SUNDAY | JULY 19, 2020
Everyone in attendance at the ceremony is required to wear a
mask and complete a temperature check and COVID-19
questionnaire.

9:00 - 9:30

Seniors arrive and report to the sidewalk in front of
the High School. Students will report to pre-assigned
markers on the sidewalk and maintain social
distancing the entire time. All Seniors will be
temperature checked and complete a COVID symptom
assessment. Masks will be distributed to all Seniors.
Parents will park on the grassy area adjacent to the
football field. They too will be temperature checked
and complete COVID symptom assessment before
reporting to assigned seating. Seating is limited to up
to 4 family members per student.

Seniors will participate in the traditional "Senior Walk"
through our school buildings, all while maintaining
social distancing and wearing masks. Seniors will
proceed from the south to the west side of the track,
then walk down the 50 yard line.
9:30 - 10:00
Parents will report to their assigned seating on the
football field. Groupings of 4 seats will be marked with
appropriate spacing on the field. Seating is not
permitted to be moved. Parent seating will mirror the
student seating in the bleachers.

Graduation ceremony begins. The only music will be a
10:00 - 11:00 solo performance of the National Anthem and Alma
Mater at the end of the ceremony. The graduation
program will be followed.

As the ceremony ends, students and parents will be
11:00 - 11:15 dismissed by rows to prevent social gathering, and
report immediately to their vehicles. Vehicles will line

up for the "Main Street Parade" through our three
villages. We will announce the parade route the week
of July 13th.

The "Main Street Parade" will be led by local safety
11:15 - 12:15 forces through Cuyahoga Heights, Valley View and
then Brooklyn Heights.

12:15 on

Students and parents may return to school to have
their pictures taken in front of the digital sign and
their Senior picture.
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